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News & Notes 
BUSM's Prothrow-Stith sworn in 
as public health commissioner 
Deborah Prothrow-Stith, M.D., an assistant professor of 
medicine and a physician in the Section of General Internal 
Medicine at Boston City Hospital, recently was sworn in as com-
missioner of public health by Governor Michael Dukakis. She is 
the first woman to head the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health. 
Since coming to BUSM in 1982, Prothrow-Stith has con-
ducted a number of studies and developed programs related to 
adolescent violence. She recently implemented a new violence-
prevention curriculum being used in the Boston Public Schools. 
She also has begun a new anti-violence public-service campaign 
and a community-based program that seeks to decrease the level 
of violence among adolescents through workshops in churches 
and community centers. 
Prothrow-Stith is co-director of the Health Promotion Center 
for Urban Youth for Boston's Department of Health and Hospi-
tals, and is chairwoman of the Violence and Intentional Injury 
Working Group of the New England Injury Prevention Research 
Center at Harvard School of Public Health. 
In addition, she is clinical chief of the adolescent clinic at the 
Harvard Street Neighborhood Health Center. She has been a 
member of the Massachusetts Public Health Council, the policy-
making arm of the Department of Public Health, since 1986. 
This year Prothrow-Stith was among those honored in the Bos-
ton YMCA's Black Achievers program. 
Health Education Assistance Loans 
eliminated from financial-aid package 
Health Education Assistance Loans (HEAL) this year have been 
eliminated for the first time from the package of financial aid 
awarded to students with documented need at the School, accord-
ing to Charles Terrell, assistant dean for student affairs and direc-
tor of the Office of Student Financial Management. 
In previous years the financial-aid package included Guaran-
teed Student Loans (GSL), Supplemental Loans to Assist Stu-
dents (SLS), BUSM loans and HEAL. According to Terrell, the 
School has more money for student loans and therefore was able 
to take HEAL out of the package. 
BUSM's Student Revolving Loan Program now can provide 
substantial loans for students with demonstrated need, who in the 
past were packaged with HEAL to meet their full tuition costs. 
The revolving loan funds are fixed at two percent during the four 
years of medical school and nine percent upon completion of 
school. 
SWEARING IN—Deborah Prothrow-Stith. MD.. is sworn in by Gover-
nor Michael Dukakis as the new commissioner of the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health. (Photo by Stuart Garfield) 
Approximately 50 percent of BUSM's students qualify for 
BUSM assistance and are packaged with up to $11,500 in GSL 
and SLS monies, the former of which is subsidized at low inter-
est rates by the federal government. The gap between the 
$11,500 and the $33,000 BUSM student budget traditionally has 
been met by most students through HEAL. However, these 
loans feature variable rates that have fluctuated between 19 per-
cent several years ago and nine percent today. 
Elevated fibrinogen level added 
to heart disease and stroke risk profile 
Researchers of the Boston University-Framingham Heart Study 
in a recent report have added elevated levels of fibrinogen, a 
protein found in the blood that is involved in clotting, to the list 
of risk factors for coronary heart disease (CHD) and stroke. 
The results of the 12-year fibrinogen study, which was in-
cluded in the Framingham Heart Study in 1968, indicated that 
fibrinogen level is as important a predisposing factor for CHD as 
cigarette smoking, serum cholesterol level and hypertension, the 
major risk factors. "Fibrinogen level was significantly related to 
the incidence of cardiovascular disease in men and marginally 
significant in women," wrote the authors. 
Conducting the study, which appeared in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association, were William Kannel, M.D., 
M.P.H., a professor of medicine and public health, chief of the 
Section of Preventive Medicine and Epidemiology at the Univer-
sity Hospital, and former director of the Framingham Heart 
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Study; Philip Wolf, M.D., a professor of neurology and principal 
investigator of the Framingham Stroke Study; William Castelli, 
M.D., an adjunct associate professor of medicine and director of 
the Framingham Heart Study; and Ralph D'Agostino, Ph.D., of 
the Department of Mathematics at the University's College of 
Liberal Arts. The researchers measured the fibrinogen levels of 
1,315 participants (554 men and 761 women) who had no car-
diovascular disease at the outset of the 12-year follow-up. 
In addition, the authors reported that, except for hypertension, 
fibrinogen is an even stronger risk factor for stroke. They added, 
however, that the risk of stroke increased progressively with 
fibrinogen level only in men. 
The authors wrote that there is evidence that quitting smoking 
reduces fibrinogen levels. However, they continued, more re-
search is needed to determine whether weight loss, diabetes con-
trol or treatment of hypertension, all correlated with fibrinogen, 
will reduce the levels as well. 
EVELYN GUDEN HONORED—Shown here at the Evelyn N. Guden 
plaque dedication are, from left to right, her son, Alan Guden; her 
daughter, Judy Kirk; and her husband. Jack Guden. (Photo by Lucy 
Milne, Educational Media, BUSM) 
Jack Guden and family endow 
Amyloid Research Laboratory 
Jack Guden, owner of a New York industrial hardware company, 
his son and daughter-in-law, Alan and Judy Guden, and his 
daughter, Judy Kirk, recently endowed the Amyloid Research 
Laboratory at the BUMC Arthritis Center in memory of his wife, 
Evelyn Guden. Mrs. Guden recently died of amyloidosis, a 
sometimes fatal disease caused by the accumulation of the 
protein called amyloid in various parts of the body. A plaque 
was dedicated in her memory outside the laboratory (K-505) in 
the Arthritis Center. 
Guden, who wanted to support research efforts in 
amyloidosis, was referred to the Arthritis Center by his wife's 
physician and the National Institutes of Health. Alan Cohen, 
M.D., F.A.C.P, director of the Arthritis Center, and Martha 
Skinner, M.D., a professor of medicine, both are experts in the 
treatment of amyloidosis. 
'Women in Medicine' exhibit on display in 
Alumni Medical Library 
A photographic exhibit illustrating the history of women at the 
School of Medicine from the founding of the New England 
Female College in 1848 to the present is currently on display in 
the Boston University Alumni Medical Library (see photo on 
page 4). 
The exhibit, located in the Archives Room (L-1311), is open 
for viewing Monday through Friday from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. and 
by appointment. For more information, please call Pat Sherman 
at x4237 (638-4237). 
School rents lab, classroom space 
at 801 Albany Street, across from BCH 
The School of Medicine recently signed a 10-year lease to rent 
37,500 gross square feet of space at 801 Albany Street, accord-
ing to Carl Franzblau, Ph.D., chairman of the Department of 
Biochemistry. The lease has a five-year renewal. 
The Boston Redevelopment Authority has approved the 
School's rental of 86 percent of the building, which is located 
across from Boston City Hospital. The building now is being 
renovated and is scheduled to open on March 1,1988. 
The Department of Biochemistry will occupy the entire first 
floor. Also scheduled to move in are some members of the 
Department of Medicine and the Department of Toxicology at 
the School of Public Health, and the research seminar rooms and 
laboratories of the Program in Biomedical Laboratory and Clini-
cal Sciences. 
Second Annual Smithwick Foundation 
Lecture to be held in November 
The BUSM Department of Surgery will sponsor the "Second An-
nual Smithwick Foundation Lecture and Day in Surgery: Trauma 
Management," to be held on Friday, Nov. 6, in Keefer 
Auditorium at the University Hospital. The symposium honors 
the late Reginald Smithwick, M.D., a former chairman of the 
Division of Surgery at BUSM and surgeon-in-chief at UH. 
G. Thomas Shires, M.D., chairman of the Department of 
Surgery at Cornell University Medical College in New York 
City, is this year's Smithwick lecturer. His topic will be 
"Mechanisms and Management of Shock and Trauma." 
The Smithwick Foundation was established in 1947 in ap-
preciation of the work being done by Smithwick in the treatment 
of hypertension and cardiovascular disease through surgery. 
School of Medicine sponsors seminar 
on aspirin and heart disease 
The School of Medicine recently sponsored the Continuing Medi-
cal Education seminar "Does 'An Aspirin A Day' Reduce the 
Risk of Heart Disease and Stroke?" Daniel Deykin, M.D., a 
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professor of medicine and biochemistry, and chief of the 
Cooperative Studies Program at Boston Veterans Administra-
tion, spoke on "Aspirin as an Anti-Thrombotic Agent: 
Therapeutic Premise and Performance." 
According to Deykin, "Data emerging from large-scale 
prospective clinical trials indicates that aspirin does have a 
beneficial effect, but that effect is modest and best demonstrated 
when aspirin is given to prevent the initial formation of 
atherosclerotic disease rather than to limit its extension." 
Other speakers at the conference included Charles 
Hennekens, M.D., an associate professor of medicine at Harvard 
Medical School; H. Daniel Lewis Jr., M.D., chief of the Cardiol-
ogy Section at the Boston Veterans Administration Medical 
Center and a professor of medicine at the College of Health and 
Sciences Hospital at Kansas University Medical Center; and 
Martin Samuels, M.D., chief of neurology at Brockton and West 
Roxbury Veterans Administration Hospitals and an associate 
professor of neurology at Harvard Medical School. 
Glasgow writes journal editorial 
on sexual history-taking 
Practicing physicians must face the immediate challenge of deter-
mining which patients are at risk of contracting or spreading ac-
quired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS), according to 
Marion Glasgow, M.S.W., an adjunct assistant professor in the 
Department of Socio-Medical Sciences and Community 
Medicine. However, many physicians do not feel comfortable 
asking patients about their sexual lifestyles, which is one the 
leading AIDS risk factors, said Glasgow in a recent Western 
Journal of Medicine editorial entitled "Sexual History-Taking." 
Many physicians find it difficult to discuss such topics as ex-
tramarital or premarital sex and may avoid talking about sexual 
lifestyles with elderly or severely disabled patients. According 
to Glasgow, the most efficient and effective way of introducing 
the topic is to ask direct questions when gathering other 
physiologic information. 
Glasgow pointed out that the sexual history should not be 
valued solely for its ability to identify risk factors of life-threaten-
ing diseases. Unrecognized sexual problems may be the basis of 
other complaints, such as insomnia, headaches or depression. 
Glasgow wrote that physicians must ask patients about sexual 
lifestyle not only as a prevention measure but as part of a com-
prehensive health-care evaluation. 
J. Worth Estes writes book on 360 years 
of medicine in New Hampshire town 
J. Worth Estes, M.D., a professor of pharmacology (history of 
pharamacology) at BUSM, has written "The Changing Humors 
of Portsmouth: The Medical Biography of an American Town 
1623-1983," recently published by the Francis A. Countway 
Library of Medicine, Boston. 
The book describes the story of health care in Portsmouth, 
N.H., since its days as a British colonial village. Although the 
LIBRARY EXHIBIT—Adaline B. Church. M.D., was a professor of 
gynecology and anatomy at the School of Medicine in 1879. She is 
among the past and present BUSM faculty members featured in the 
"Women in Medicine" exhibit now on display at the Alumni Medical 
Library. 
Story is set in the New Hampshire town, the authors write that 
the medical practices and techniques there reflect those in use in 
other American communities at die time. 
David M. Goodman, Ph.D., a specialist in 19th-century 
American history and founder of New England Historical Ser-
vices in Portsmouth, co-authored the book with Estes. 
Zayre Corporation makes challenge 
grant to BCH Neonatal Unit 
Boston's Department of Health and Hospitals and its trustees 
recently announced the award of a $1(X),(XX) challenge grant 
from Zayre Corp. The grant will be used for the renovation and 
expansion of Boston City Hospital's Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit, which is directed by Elizabeth Brown, M.D., an associate 
professor of pediatrics at BUSM. 
The challenge grant means that the Department of Pediatrics 
must raise $100,000 before it can proceed with the renovations, 
which will include private space for breastfeeding and family 
conferences, as well as additional work areas. The grant is the 
largest ever made by the Zayre Corp. for a single health-care 
project. 
AHEC HealthNET expanding 
to 20 new sites in Massachusetts 
The Boston Area Health Education Center (AHEC) HealthNET 
program is expanding to 20 new sites throughout the state, with 
broadcasts scheduled to air on Oct. 2, according to Lisa Levine, 
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^ M.P.H., associate director of AHEC. The one-hour weekly con-
tinuing education programs are given primarily by BUSM facul-
ty members. 
^ Included in this expansion are a number of sites in 
southeastern Massachusetts: Martha's Vineyard Hospital, Nan-
tucket Cottage Hospital, Brockton Hospital, Norton Hospital, 
Health Association of Provincetown, Fall River Community 
Development Service Center, Inc., Cape Cod Hospital, St. 
Anne's Hospital, St. Lukes Hospital, New Bedford Community 
Health Center and New Bedford Area Center for Human Ser-
vices, Inc. 
' AHEC implemented the HealthNET program in 1984 in col-
laboration with public and private institutions in Boston. The 
programs allow the Center's health professionals to obtain the 
latest expert information on the diagnosis and treatment of dis-
eases without taking time away from their duties. Because the 
programs are "interactive" (members of the professional 
audience can speak directly to a lecturer via a cordless telephone 
hookup), questions can be answered immediately and discus-
sions can take place. 
Student awarded ACS cancer research 
^ fellowship at School of Medicine 
School of Medicine student Gregory Robbins was one of four 
first-year medical students in Massachusetts performing cancer 
research this summer through the American Cancer Society's 
I 1987 Betty Lea Stone Research Fellowship program. 
Robbins received the $2,(XX) grant to work under the direction 
of Donald Kufe, M.D., at the Dana Farber Cancer Institute in 
Boston. His research focuses on the way that a hormone called 
tumor necrosis factor (TNF) activates key cells of the human im-
mune system. 
I The Fellowship program was established in 1979 to en-
courage gifted medical students to pursue careers in cancer re-
search. 
I 
Coordinated Graphics approach gives 
Medical Center consistent image 
Donald Giller, director of Marketing and Public Affairs at the 
Medical Center, reports that the Coordinated Graphics Program 
has succeeded in presenting the BUMC image to the public in a 
clear and consistent manner. 
Departments are reminded to incorporate the program as they 
reorder such printed materials as stationery, business forms, pub-
lications, advertising and signage. The Office of Marketing and 
Public Affairs, which oversees the program, invites members of 
the BUMC community to contact the Office of Publication Ser-
vices (OPS) for assistance in incorporating the program. School 
of Medicine publications have been redesigned to reflect the 
changes. 
To develop the program, an advisory group of representatives 
of the School of Medicine, the University Hospital and the 
Goldman School of Graduate Dentistry worked with a design 
consultant to standardize and modernize the appearance of a 
variety of BUMC communication materials. 
The program was designed to express a more identifiable 
image for each of the BUMC constituent institutions while using 
the Medical Center affiliation to each institution's advantage. 
The program was implemented by OPS in cooperation with the 
Educational Media Support Center and the University's Graphic 
Design Office. For more information about the program please 
call the Office of Publication Services at x8482 (638-8482). 
Sharon awarded three-year cancer 
research funding from ACS 
Jacqueline Sharon, Ph.D., an assistant professor of pathology, 
recently was selected as a Cancer Research Scholar, an 
American Cancer Society award that provides $60,(XX) in fund-
ing over three years starting July 1,1987. 
Sharon is studying a specific antibody in the immune system. 
In her experiments, she is changing the molecular makeup of 
cloned antibodies to understand better the antibody's structure 
and the importance of each of its components. Her goal is to 
develop the knowledge to design tailor-made antibodies for 
therapeutic purposes. 
Third Annual faculty p h o n a t h o n — — — 
scheduled for October 
The third annual BUSM faculty phonathon is scheduled for Oct. 
20 ,21 ,22 ,27 and 28 in the McCarthy Conference Room 
(L-1406) in the School's Instructional Building. Most funds 
raised through the phonathon benefit the Student Revolving 
Loan Fund. 
The initial campaign was an appeal to full-time faculty only, 
and now has grown to include BUSM part-time and adjunct 
faculty. With two years remaining in die Capital Campaign, 85 
percent of full-time faculty members had contributed last year. 
This year, the aim is to near the goal of 100 percent faculty sup-
port. 
Schweber awarded grant to conduct 
Alzheimer's disease research 
Miriam Schweber, Ph.D., an assistant professor of biochemistry, 
has been awarded a $25,(X)0 grant from the American Federation 
for Aging Research for her studies on age-associated dementias. 
Schweber will use the grant to conduct genetic studies aimed 
at developing a means of diagnosing Alzheimer's disease. The 
disease now can be confirmed only by an autopsy. 
Three BUSM faculty members receive 
Kaiser Foundation grant 
Deborah Prothrow-Stith, M.D., an assistant professor of 
medicine, Howard Spivak, M.D., an assistant professor of 
pediatrics, and Alice Hausman, Ph.D., an assistant professor of 
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ENJOYING THE RECEPTION—Fourth-year student Stacey Gibbons 
talks with Ruth Batson, M.Ed., a retired associate professor of 
psychiatry, at a recent reception given in Batson s honor at the School. 
The Ruth M. Batson Educational Foundation recently awarded $25,000 
to establish a special Emergency Revolving Loan Fund for black stu-
dents at BUSM. The reception gave Batson the opportunity to meet 
with some of the students who have benefitted from the fund. (Photo by 
Gustav Freedman) ^ 
behavioral and social science at the University's College of 
Liberal Arts, have received a three-year $359,000 grant from the 
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation, for the research and evalua-
tion components of a community-based project that deals with in-
terpersonal violence among adolescents. 
The project builds upon a school-based curriculum on 
violence and anger that has proven to be effective in changing 
the attitudes of teens. The project represents a new initiative in 
the field of adolescent health which treats adolescent acquain-
tance violence as a preventable public-health problem. 
Next Lowenstein Concert set 
for Sunday, November 6 
The next concert in the Lowenstein Series will take place on Sun-
day, Nov. 15, at 8 p.m. in the Boston University School for the 
Arts Concert Hall. 
The concert series, which features classical music, was estab-
lished in 1985 to memorialize former BUSM Associate Dean 
Leah M. Lowenstein, M.D., D.Phil., who died in 1984. 
Fellowship and Awards Committee awards 
travel scholarships to Ph.D candidates 
Two Ph.D. candidates at the School of Medicine recently were 
awarded travel scholarships from the Fellowship and Awards 
Committee of the Division of Medical and Dental Sciences. 
Eben Fox, a Ph.D. candidate in microbiology, will present an 
abstract on "Release and Modification of an 3H, 14C- ] 
lipopolysaccharide (LPS) by Isolated Rat Kupffer Cells" at the | 
38th Annual Meeting of American Association for the Study of ' 
Liver Disease to be held on Oct. 28 in Chicago, 111. Fox is work-
mg under Selwyn Broitman, Ph.D., a professor of microbiology. j 
Mary-Ellen Meadows, a Ph.D. candidate in behavioral neuro- j 
sciences, will present a paper that she coathored entitled "Pater-
nal Ethanol Alters Behavior of Mouse Progeny" at the Interna-
tional Society for Developmental Psychobiology Annual Meet-
ing to be held Nov. 16 through 21 in New Orleans, La. i 
Meadows is working under Gladys Friedler, Ph.D., an associate 
professor of psychiatry and pharmacology. 
Atrium Pavilion lobby opens; 
becomes new main entrance to UH 
Commencing Saturday, Oct. 10, the Atrium Pavilion entrance at 
88 East Newton Street became the Hospital's primary entry way 
for all UH staff members, patients and visitors. BUSM students 
also must use this entrance after hours. In addition, as of Oct. 1, 
the Atrium Pavilion's 88 East Newton Street location became the 
Hospital's new official mailing address. 
The hours of operation for the new main entrance are 6 a.m. ; 
to 8 p.m., seven days a week. Beginning Tuesday, Oct. 13, the i 
Hospital's Evans Lobby entrance will be open from 7 a.m. to 6 
p.m. weekdays, and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday. The Evans " | 
Lobby entrance will be closed on Sunday. ' 
Beginning Oct. 13, the entrance to Boston University School 
of Medicine's Instructional Building at 80 East Concord street 
will be open from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. on weekdays, 9 a.m. to 11 ; 
p.m. on Saturdays, and 1 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Sundays and | 
holidays. 
Medical Campus faculty, staff, students 
invited to Atrium Pavilion open house 
The University Hospital invites Boston University Medical Cam-
pus faculty, staff and students to an open house at the Atrium 
Pavilion, UH's new core facility, on Oct. 26, 27 and 28 from 3 j 
p.m. to 5 p.m. each day. I 
Those interested in attending are asked to gather at the H-2 
bridge every half hour where a tour guide will take groups of 25 
people through the public areas of the new facility, a patient-care 
unit and the Operating Suites. Refreshments will be served in 
the Atrium Pavilion Tour Center following each tour. 
Medical Campus faculty, staff and students will receive fur-
ther information in their mailboxes from the Hospital's Special 
Events and Tours Office. 
BUSM students needed to help 
with next year's Hoopathon 
The Massachusetts Chapter of the Huntington's Disease Society 
of America, located at the Medical Center, is looking for BUSM 
students to help coordinate the ninth annual Hoopathon for 
Huntington's disease, to be held on April 28 at the Medical 
Center, according to May Long, executive director of the 
Society's Massachusetts Chapter, 
The Society also is seeking students to participate in the free-
throw competition between students from BUSM and the 
Goldman School of Graduate Dentistry. Five students from each 
school will shoot for 15 minutes each. The team that amasses 
the most points has its name engraved on a plaque on the 14th 
floor of the Instructional Building. 
Funds from last year's Hoopathon were used to develop a 
wheelchair specifically designed for Huntington's patients. The 
wheelchair is padded for safety and built to allow the patient to 
sit up in a well-balanced position. 
For more information, please contact Long at x8333 
(638-8333). 
Briefly Noted 
Michael Alexander, M.D., an associate professor of neurology, 
Douglas Katz, M.D., an instructor of neurology, and Ronald 
Mortara, M.D., F.A.C.S., an associate professor of 
neurosurgery, recently were among the speakers at the eighth 
annual Traumatic Head Injury Conference held in Braintree, 
Mass....Richard Egdahl, M.D., director of the Medical Center, 
recently spoke on "Monitoring for Undercare in Managed Health 
Care Plans" at a world conference on surgical efficiency and 
economy held in Sweden. 
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